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A Reflection On This School Year
s we reflect on this school year, one word 
describes it best – unprecedented.

We have heard the word used many times this past 
year, and we considered it a rallying point to ensure 
every ESCNJ student receives a quality education, no 
matter the obstacle.

We began the school year with a strong, well-
communicated plan and structure. We approached 
each day steadfast in our commitment to serving our 
students with consistency.

While there were a few short weeks of remote learning, 
based on external factors, our teachers continually 

rose to the occasion. They were prepared. They knew 
no challenge was insurmountable, as we managed 
to maintain in-person learning through most of the 
year. 

ESCNJ would like to offer its deepest appreciation 
and admiration to the ESCNJ Board, teachers, 
staff, administration, parents and, most importantly, 
our tremendous students for all that has been 
accomplished in the 2020-21 school year.

Together we overcame many new, unexpected 
challenges and obstacles. Yes, it was truly 
unprecedented, and we could not be prouder of the 
result.
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Dr. David A. Roman Named Vice President of the 
Board of Directors for ESCNJ

ESCNJ Welcomes Three New Board Members
SCNJ welcomed the appointment of three new members to its Board of Directors: Dr. Gina Villani, 
Dr. Bernard Bragen, Jr. and Brian Glassberg.

The three new board members all offer the extensive educational experience needed to further elevate 
the specialized school district. 

Dr. Gina Villani is superintendent of the Jamesburg Public Schools, Dr. Bernard Bragen, Jr. is superintendent 
of the Edison Township Public Schools and Brian Glassberg is the president of the Metuchen Board of 
Education, as well as supervisor of school counselling for the Edison Public Schools.

“Our three new board members were ideal in helping us navigate through this year’s pandemic. I look 
forward to their leadership and innovativeness to help chart our future,” said ESCNJ Schools Superintendent 
Mark Finkelstein. 

r. David A. Roman, who has served as the superintendent of the 
Perth Amboy Public Schools for five years, was selected by his 
peers to become Vice President of the ESCNJ Board of Directors.

Dr. Roman, who had served on ESCNJ’s Policy/Planning Committee, 
works closely with long-time board president Dale Caldwell, as well as the 
administrative team to chart the future of ESCNJ. 

“I am pleased to be working collaboratively with Dr. Dale Caldwell 
and ESCNJ Schools Superintendent Mark Finkelstein and his team on a 
number of projects that enhance the quality of education for children 
with challenging disabilities,” Dr. Roman said. 

“My focus is to continue to support the great work that has been 
accomplished within ESCNJ and to work with the superintendents and 
all sending school districts to support the enormous value and benefit of 
ESCNJ,” he added.

Dr. Roman replaced long-time Vice President Bill Petscavage.
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ESCNJ Appoints an Assistant School Business 
Administrator for Business Operations

nthony La Marco joins ESCNJ as the Assistant 
School Business Administrator for Business 
Operations. La Marco has more than 20 years 

of experience in both the educational and business arena. 
He oversees the day-to-day operations and makes specific 
recommendations to enhance and enrich the services 
provided by the Commission.

“Anthony is an outstanding addition to our team and brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience,” said ESCNJ Business 
Administrator Pat Moran. “His experience and skillsets in 
dealing with both governmental and educational entities 
will be beneficial as the Commission continues to grow.”

La Marco began his career as an audit supervisor in the 
public accounting field managing financial and operational 
audits for various municipal, school and other non-profit 
entities. He later was hired as the senior accountant and 
became the Assistant School Business Administrator of the 
Bernards Township Board of Education.

A

Nadia Roman, Director of Human Resources, 
Joins Seton Hall Advisory Board 

adia Romano, Director of Human Resources at ESCNJ, is joining the advisory board for the Seton 
Hall University Transformative Leadership in Disruptive Time Program. Membership on the advisory 
board is based on personal and professional accomplishments. 

Romano joined ESCNJ in the summer of 2017, hired as the 
Director of Human Resources. She manages all personnel 
issues and the hiring of all educational and business 
employees at the commission.

At Seton Hall, Romano will be working with senior 
executives at companies such as Microsoft, Google, 
Bristol Myers Squibb , Uber and Capital One. The board 
discusses the curriculum of the Transformative Leadership 
in Disruptive Times Certificate Program, which is offered 
through Seton Hall’s Stillman School of Business. 

The advisory board will use best practices to solve real-
world challenges, provide professional instruction and 
guidance to students and assign mentorships for future 
class participants.

“I look forward to interacting with the students and 
assisting them in their professional careers,” Romano said. 
“I also look forward to building professional relationships 
with fellow board members and sharing ideas that can 
benefit the programs offered at ESCNJ.” 

N
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Student from BBLC 
Receives a Power 
Wheelchair Through 
Staff Advocacy

student from BBLC received a 
much needed power wheelchair 
thanks to the efforts of Social Worker 

Jenn Nesi; Physical Therapist Jenn Wajngold, 
Occupational Therapist Rebecca Jaffe and 
Stephanie Marrone, a classroom teacher.

“Thank you to this incredible group of individuals 
for all their efforts and commitment in achieving 
this difficult task, and for making a difference 
in the life of this student at BBLC,” said ESCNJ 
Schools Superintendent Mark Finkelstein.

A

ESCNJ Now Owns Piscataway Regional Day School
SCNJ took ownership of PRDS under legislation signed by Gov. Phil Murphy. The legislation deemed 
the school building and its 5.5 -acre property as state surplus that would be best used by the 
commission. 

ESCNJ has been a long-term tenant since 1984. The school serves more than 125 students, ages 13-21, from 
27 school districts.

Plans for renovating the facility are being developed and will be brought before the ESCNJ Board of 
Directors this fall for review.

E

ESCNJ school officials were pleased to present a BBLC student with a 
power wheelchair.
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fter 20 years of service, ESCNJ is bidding 
farewell to Cindy Borell, Supervisor at BBLC. 

A small and intimate retirement gathering for friends 
and family was given by the staff at ESCNJ at the 
Professional Conference Center in June. 

“We wish you all the best and thank you for all your 
years of service here at ESCNJ,” said ESCNJ Schools 
Superintendent Mark Finkelstein. “Cindy, you have 
been remarkable for the students, and have made 
such a difference in so many lives. Thank you.”

Cindy Borell Retires 
from BBLC After 20 Years 
of Service

ESCNJ Set to Open Expanded Aquatics and Fitness 
Center this Fall

SCNJ is looking forward 
to the 17,000-square-
foot expansion of its 

Aquatics and Fitness Center 
on Cheesequake Road 
in Parlin, expected to be 
completed this fall. 

The expansion will include 
all new state-of-the-art 
equipment and a robust 
schedule of classes for 
members. 

Memberships are open to all 
Middlesex County residents.

E
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ESCNJ staff celebrate Cindy’s retirement and wish her well.
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Warmest Wishes to the Class of 2021!

“Congratulations to all the 2021 graduates. Although this is a bittersweet 
moment, I cherish all the accomplishments and hard work that you 
have put forth, despite the additional challenges this past year. It has 
been a privilege to have you be part of our ESCNJ family.”

- Mark Finkelstein, ESCNJ Superintendent of Schools

“I am so proud and honored to be at the ALC graduation today. 
This is a big day for the Jamesburg Public Schools. Our Supervisor 

of Student Services was the guest speaker at graduation. We 
also had a student, Vincent Bassano, graduate this year! As a 
district, we are so proud of them. As a member of the board, 

congratulations to all the ESCNJ graduates.”

- Dr. Gina Villani, ESCNJ Board Member 

“My sincerest and deepest congratulations to our tremendous 
PAL students. It has been a privilege working with you, you have all 

grown and accomplished so much during your time with us. I would 
also like to congratulate all the students who graduated this year. 

We honor your achievements!”

- Raissa Prus, Supervisor, Community-based Instruction at PAL

“I am really proud of each one of the graduates and what they 
have accomplished. I have known some of them and worked with 
them in the classrooms 14 – 15 years ago and am very impressed 
with the progress they have made. I wish them the very best as they 
enter the next phase of their life.”

- Meena Pasupathy, Director of Collaborative Educational  
Services & Administration 
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Abram Agailby

Nicholas Chase

Jonathan Gomez

Ian Grant

Navjeet Singh

Doreen Vidal

Future Foundations Academy

Michael Hernandez

Dylan Robertson 

Joseph Wankmueller 

Marcus Wilson

Pathway to Adult Learning

Joseph Briggs 

Damien Crespo 

Jorkis Torres Castillo

NuView  Academy

Academy Learning Center

Vincent Bassano

Servando Castro

Ryan Chin 

Adrien Choy

Austin Farrell

Daniel Fouad

Anish Merai 

Julie Nemeth

Center for Lifelong Learning

Josue Burgos

Brandon Cashin

Julian Hernandez

Evan Mackay

Jonathan Moreno

Christian Petrocelli

Daniel Son

Jake Yersin

Piscataway Regional Day School

Ivan Pesochin 

Nomar McNeil 

Esha Nagar 

Pedro Nieves

Jordy Rosario

Joel Montes

Maximo Santiago

Dylan Strausser

Dhruv Patel

Antonio Zamora

Yaritza Breton

Ashly Calderon

Jahovah Lee 
Copeland

Merlin Rijo-Moreta

ESCNJ HONORS CLASS OF 2021!
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2021 GRADUATION
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Marcus Wilson Earns the Rebecca S. McDonald Award
arcus Wilson, a Pathway to Adult Living 
(PAL) student, has received the Rebecca 
S. McDonald award from the Transition 

Coordinators Network at Bell Works in Holmdel. Marcus 
was recognized for his “successful transition activities” in 
preparation for independent living. 

Marcus has been a student in the PAL program in 
Sayreville since September 2018.

In November 2020, Marcus applied online for a position 
with Lowes Home Improvement in East Brunswick. He 
interviewed and trained for the position and was hired. 
He is also employed by “Popcorn for the People,” selling 
popcorn at Rutgers sporting events and other locations, 
and works independently at the HMS Host travel plaza in 
the maintenance department.

“We are truly proud of Marcus and congratulate him 
on receiving this prestigious award,” said ESCNJ Schools 
Superintendent Mark Finkelstein. “Marcus is just one 
most example of the type of students we have, eager 
for opportunity and a chance to make a difference in 
wherever life takes them.”

M

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

ESCNJ Salutes its “NJ Governor’s Educator of the 
Year Award” Recipients 

ongratulations to all recipients of this year’s prestigious Governor’s Award.  We thank you for all your 
hard work and dedication, ESCNJ could not have accomplished so much this past year without 
you!

C
Academy Learning Center

Kathleen Collins Education Specialist of the Year

Rachel Stern Educator of the Year

Bright Beginnings Learning Center

Jennifer Miller Educator of the Year

Ettie Luban Education Specialist of the Year

Nonpublic Department

Regina Hersch Educator of the Year

Naomi Derhy Education Specialist of the Year

Piscataway Regional Day School

Lisa Melsopp Educator of the Year

Charlotte M. 
Princiotta

Education Specialist of the Year

Center for Lifelong Learning

Pauline 
Mendicino

Educator of the Year

Danielle Stacy Education Specialist of the Year

Future Foundations Academy

Naomi Glassman Educator of the Year

NuView Academy

Laura Cagle Educator of the Year

ESCNJ Honors Marcus Wilson for all his accomplishments.
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ESCNJ Congratulates this Year’s 2021 Middlesex 
County Unsung Heroes 

NJ Governor’s Educator of the Year Winners

Academy Learning
Center

Future Foundations 
Academy

Piscataway Regional 
Day School

Center for Lifelong 
Learning

Servando Castro

Ryan Chin

Jonathan Gomez

Ambram Agaiby

Ashly Calderon

Jahovah Copeland

Christian Petrocelli

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

NAOMI DERHY NAOMI GLASSMAN PAULINE MENDICINO RACHEL STERN

LAURA CAGLE LISA MELSOPP

DANIELLE STACY ETTIE LUBAN

JENNIFER MILLER

CHARLOTTE M. PRINCIOTTA

REGINA HERSCH

KATHLEEN COLLINS
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Toy Drive at NuView Academy Brings Holiday Cheer 
uring the holiday season, and in the face 
of a global pandemic, some families of 
the NuView Academy were experiencing 

difficulties providing essentials for their loved ones, 
prompting the need for a toy drive.

The staff worked tirelessly to teach the students about 
the importance of caring for others. All families of 
NuView Academy students were sent a link to an 
anonymous survey asking for gift ideas that students 
might like to receive.

The toy wishes and ideas were added to an Amazon 
wish list for donors. These generous souls could 
then access the Wish List and make purchases for 
students and their families. The anonymous list had no 
associations with the families or students. It prompted 
an overwhelming outpouring of community support, 

demonstrating a strong connection with families at 
NuView Academy. 

“We truly believe that NuView Academy is a special 
and amazing school,” said Principal Russell Hudson. 
This seasonal toy drive is one example of how strong 
the community is within our program, staff, and 
students. We couldn’t be prouder of the community’s 
generosity.”

Piscataway Regional Day School Showcases its Creativity
he Community-based instruction (CBI) team at the 
Piscataway Regional Day School (PRDS) has taken 
its creativity to even higher heights. Besides in-

person instruction, the students took interactive lessons 
about jobs and community education as they plan for 
their futures. The team hosted school-wide events on 
Zoom to include staff, students and parents, creating a 
true team effort.

The CBI team taught students with online platforms 
and simulated vocational tasks which included fulfilling 
orders, correcting orders, flower arranging, stocking 
shelves, customer service skills and bagging groceries. 

They have also worked with the students on job choices, 
securing competitive work, interview skills, keeping the 
boss happy, appropriate attire and appropriate work 
habits. They have had the opportunity to learn about 
several jobs by interviewing several community members 
that work in landscaping and retail. 

Students have also learned about bank accounts and 
have simulated shopping online and identifying ways in 
which to save money. 

“Students, staff, and parents who participated really 
enjoyed working together with the community, even if it 
was virtual,” said Principal Phyllis DeLucia. 

T

D

HAPPENINGS THIS PAST YEAR
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Center for Lifelong Learning Transitioned Students 
in a Positive Manner

hroughout this unprecedented year, students 
at CLL successfully transitioned from remote 
instruction to in-person instruction.

The staff worked effortlessly to maintain a stable 
environment, based on solid planning and coordination. 
Students were able to continue with daily activities 
whether at home or in school. 

“Transitioning students can be tough, but the teachers 
and staff at CLL were amazing, ensuring that our 
students accomplished all the tasks at hand, despite 
the challenges posed this year,” said Principal Mary 
Beth Conley.

T

Bright Beginnings Learning Center: A Beam of Light 
right Beginnings Learning Center provided a beam of light for students and their families during this difficult 
past year. Over 70% of our student population attended BBLC in person during hybrid instruction. At the same 
time, our staff worked tirelessly to accommodate those students who remained remote so that our entire 

population of learners were able to receive high-quality instruction. We maintained our beloved monthly themed 
activities, such as Read Across America and Mini Olympics, without a hitch and ended the year with an in-person 
Moving Up Ceremony.  

“It was so gratifying to have our staff, graduates, and their parents together to celebrate such an important rite of 
passage,” said Principal Sandy Giardino. 

B

HAPPENINGS THIS PAST YEAR
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Academy Learning Center was a “Blessing” for Many 
in the Community

he Blessing Bag Brigade project at ALC provides basic 
supply bags for the homeless in New Jersey.  They contain 
a toothbrush, toothpaste, razor, a pair of new socks, a 

bottle of water, and a small snack, all packaged in a gallon-
sized Ziploc bag.  

Many of the completed Blessing Bags that are assembled at ALC 
are taken to Elijah’s Promise in New Brunswick for distribution.  

Even with COVID restrictions in place, the team found a way to 
add a new component to the program.  

The Blessing Bag Brigade launched a lunch program, providing 
bagged lunches to area community centers and churches.  
During the school year, the C3 class prepared 10-12 bagged 
lunches on Thursday mornings to be delivered to St. Peter’s 
Episcopalian Church in Freehold. Students prepared a sandwich 
with a bottle of water and a bag of chips to be distributed later 
that same school day.  

“The Blessing Bag Brigade project is so wonderful because it 
provides our students with an opportunity to practice using 
valuable life skills in addition to giving back to the community,” 
said Principal Stacy Rieger.

T

Future Foundations Academy Puts a Twist on the 
CBI Program

HAPPENINGS THIS PAST YEAR

hroughout this pandemic, FFA has 
maintained its commitment to Community-
based Instruction (CBI) by virtually 

exploring the grocery store, a variety of parks 
and national landmarks, and a variety of job 
sampling experiences. 

FFA students participated in school-wide projects 
like the “Greetings Galore and More” original card 
program, in which students make and sell greeting 
cards. Additionally, Future Foundations Academy 
spearheaded the “FFA Gives Back” initiative, 
partnering with community entities that donated 
food, clothing, and essential items to families in 
need. Our students put their prevocational skills to 
work by sorting and packaging items needed for 
the greater community. 

“We are extremely proud to have been able to 
successfully continue our CBI efforts with a new 
twist this past year, and are amazed with what all 
of our students were able to accomplish,” said 
Principal Katie Feiles.

T
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PAL Program Receives a Gardening Grant
he PAL Program received a grant from 
Luke Koppisch and Carole Tonks at 
the Alliance Care of Independence to 

purchase supplies to start a garden in the East 
Brunswick Community Garden. 

The PAL staff was responsible for finding the plot 
of land. They reached out to Lois Moskowitz, a 
former teacher at ESCNJ and plot manager, 
who offered them two plots for free. 

The staff and students went to Lowes in East 
Brunswick and purchased $410 worth of supplies 
needed to begin the project.

The PAL students and staff were shuttled to the 
garden and began tilling the soil. PAL students 
began planting after Mother’s Day.

“The PAL students enjoyed the project so much 
that they signed up for four hours of mowing the 
grass between the plots, painting the shed and 
weeding the garden,” said Raissa Prus, who 
supervises the CBI Program.

T

HAPPENINGS THIS PAST YEAR

Adult Community Services Celebrates One Year 
Anniversary

CS celebrated its one-year anniversary virtually 
this past January. 

The program for individuals 21 and over continued virtually 
over the past several months and, in May, students were 
able to return to in-person programming. 

Participants were happy to be back and resumed their 
daily in-person routine of setting specific goals and learning 
life and pre-vocational skills.

“We missed having in-person programming and are so 
happy to work with them to ensure a smooth transition and 
to assist these adults with their goals as they prepare to enter 
the work world,” said Executive Director Allison Sanchez. 

A
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Middlesex County

Carteret, Rosa Diaz

Cranbury, Susan Genco

Dunellen, Eugene Mosley

East Brunswick, Victor Valeski

Edison, Bernard Bragen

Highland Park, Scott Taylor

Jamesburg, Gina Villani

Metuchen, Brian Glassberg

Middlesex, Frederick Williams

Middlesex County Vo. Tech., 
Dianne Veilleux

Milltown, Stephanie Brown

Monroe, Dori Alvich

New Brunswick, Dale Caldwell

North Brunswick, Brian Zychowski

Old Bridge, David Cittadino

Perth Amboy, David Roman

Piscataway, Brenda Smith

Sayreville, John Walsh

South Amboy, Jorge Diaz

South Brunswick, Scott Feder

South Plainfield, Noreen Lishak

South River, Sylvia Zircher

Spotswood, Graham Peabody

Woodbridge, Robert Zega

Additional Counties 
Represented

Belleville, Richard Tomko (Essex)

Bergen County Technical Schools/
Special Services, Howard 
Lerner

Clementon, Kathleen Haines 
(Camden)

Jackson, Nicole Pormilli  
(Ocean)

Millville Township, Tony Trongone 
(Cumberland)

 Robbinsville, Brian Betze 
(Mercer)

Somerset Hills Regional, Gretchen 
Dempsey (Somerset)

Administration

Mark J. Finkelstein, 
Superintendent

Gary Molenaar, Assistant 
Superintendent

Patrick M. Moran, Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary

Kai-Li Pao, Assistant Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary

Anthony LaMarco, Assistant 
School Business Administrator for 
Business Operations

Nadia Romano, Director of 
Human Resources

Meena Pasupathy, Director 
of Collaborative Educational 
Services & Administration

Arthur E. Francis, Principal of 
Special Projects

Stacy Rieger, Principal, ALC

Nicole Cornely, Supervisor, ALC

Sandra Giardino, Principal, BBLC

Cindy Borell, Supervisor, BBLC

Mary Beth Conley, Principal, CLL

Michael Kane, Vice Principal, 
CLL

Antoinette Nicholasi, Supervisor, 
CLL

Katie Feiles, Principal -  FFA

Kate Johnson, Vice Principal - 
FFA

Russell Hudson, Principal, NuView 
Academy

Phyllis DeLucia, Principal, PRDS

Raissa Prus, Supervisor, PAL, 
Community-Based Instruction

Nancy Armbruster, Director of 
Nonpublic School Services

Sharon Marinello, Supervisor of 
Nonpublic School Services

Katherine Blades, Supervisor of 
Nonpublic School Services 

Phyllis Lewis, Supervisor of 
Education, TPA

Allison Sanchez, Executive 
Director of the  Adult 
Community Services Program
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